
Cortney M. Nicolato 
CEO of United Way of Rhode Island 

Cortney is United Way of Rhode Island’s first female CEO in 
its 99+ year history.  

She thrives on challenging the status quo, particularly when 
it fails to address the needs of marginalized communities. 

Under her guidance, United Way of RI has intensified its focus on addressing the 
root causes of inequities exacerbated by the pandemic. United Way of Rhode Island 
committed to investing $100M over five years to create opportunities and promote 
racial equity in the state. This goal was exceeded in just 4 years under her 
leadership. 

Prior to her role at United Way, Cortney held transformative senior management 
positions, including President and CEO of The Senior Source, a prominent nonprofit 
agency for older adults in North Texas. She also served as Director of New Business 
Initiatives at the National Center of the American Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association. 

Cortney is also recognized as a compelling speaker and a valued member of Forbes 
Magazine’s Nonprofit Council. 

Cortney serves as a Trustee for the University of Rhode Island, a member of United 
Way Worldwide Network Advisory Council, and a member of the Finance 
Committee for Alpha Phi International. She also shares her knowledge as an 
adjunct professor in Northeastern University’s Nonprofit Management graduate 
program and occasionally fills in as a talk show host at WPRO. 


